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pie are Hke children, to whom it would be a mercy
to keep them in ignorance of many of the grosser
happenings which fill the newspapers. Here
again the duller, less curious people have an
advantage. They are not diverted, they are not
exerted* not impelled hither and thither to dis-
connected action and thought, which leads no-
where, and tempts men to the discussion, and to
the handling, of matters for which they lack both
experience and capacity. Some great statesman
may have the courage in these democratic days
to say, or perhaps some great physiological
psychologist to demonstrate, that certain occi-
dental peoples are suffering from having been
educated too fast! They are trying too many
remedies at once, like a child in a sweet-shop; or
they are glorying in political panaceas which
were tried and found wanting centuries ago, but
they do not know quite enough to know it. This
alert intelligence working in a cloud is more
cfangerous than ^gnorance, where the real prog-
ress of a people is concerned. Here again, the
English, consciously or unconsciously, have suf-
fered less than any other first-class modem
nation from this distracting power of the press,
and for the reasons we have outlined.

Englishmen, however, still take their news-
papers into their confidence and have a naive way